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ABSTRACT:

PUTTING IT ON ICE:

A SOCIAI, HISTORY OF HOCKEY IN THE MARITIMES, 1880-1S934

BY SHELDON GILLIS
MARCH 20, 1996

The history of sport in the Maritime Provinces of Canada
has yet to be given the attention it deserves. The vast
majority of scholarship on Maritime history has been economic
and political in nature and has ignored leisure and sporting
activities. Yet, it was sporting figures, such as W.A. Henry
and the oarsman George Brow, who were the most renowned
Maritimers in the late nineteenth century. Boxers, such as
world champion George Dixon, who captivated the imagination of
Maritimers and fostered regional identity.

This thesis is an examination of hockey in the Maritimes
during the pre-World War One era. The emphasis of this thesis
is on the class, gender, and racial relationships which
influenced the nature of hockey and Maritime history in
general. Indeed, Maritimers brought their own life experiences
to the sport and fashioned hockey according to existing
relationships: 1) Black hockey was segregated and players had
limited opportunities to hone their skill in rinks. 2) Women’s
hockey was often encouraged by men, so long at it served as an
affirmation of Victorian gender roles. 3) Middle-class athletic
clubs organized the sport according to bourgeois sporting
ideals and customs.

Having said this, lower and middle-class players, black
teams, female spectators and "ladies" hockey clubs, were shaped
and helped shape existing social relationships. This thesis
argues that sports did not wmerely wirror or passively reflect
prevalent relationships, but actively shifted them. Moreover,
it is argued that the manner in which hockey evolved in the
Maritimes was unique to the region. Common themes and



experiences certainly existed with the of the rest of North
America and Europe, but the sport heritage of each region
developed in unigque ways.

Other topics addressed in this thesis are: the
"creationist-evolutionary" sporting ideals, modernization-
popular culture models, professionalism and amateurism,
violence in sport, gambling, spectator participation, the
social construction of women’s physiology, regionalism, and,
finally, rural and urban competition.

ii
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Introduction

* * * * * * * * * * * *

In recent years, sport history has provided scholars with
novel approaches to working class, social, and econcmic
history. This new scholarship examines the integral
relationship between sport and society and in turn repudiates a
more traditional approach in which sport was isolated from its
social context.® In the early 1970s, scholaréhip on sport
often lacked clear objectives and Canadian scholarship was
particularly shoddy. Several Ph.D. theses from the University
of Alberta addressed sport but this work lacked analysis and
was primarily concerned with the extraction of empirical data.
Moreover, graduate programs in sport history were predominately
the terrain of physical educators who lacked a "detailled
knowledge of the political, economic, and social history of the
society whose sports they wanted to describe.™?

In the early 1870s, Alan Metcalfe, among others, called
for a reevaluation of Canadian sport history. Indeed, work on

sports often lacked "research and writing on societal variables

* A good example of a sport history approach to working
class and social history is Elliott Gorn's, The Manly Art: Bare-
Knuckled Prize Fighting in America, (Ithaca., 1986). Also see
Allen Guttmann, Sports Spectators, (N.Y., 1986). For an economic
analysis of sport, see J.C.H. Jones, "The Economics of the
National Hockey League," Richard Gruneau and John Albinson

(eds.), Canadian Sport: Sociological Perspectives, (Don Mills,
Ontario, 1976).

2 Morris Mott, "Introduction," Sports in Canada: Historical
Readings, (Mississauga, Ontario, 1989), 4.



which influence both the form and function of physical
activity...™ Metcalfe was influential in the writing sport
history in Canada but his role in forming the Canadian Journal
of History of Sport and Physical Education, in the early 1970s,
ranks among his most significant achievements. This Journal
provided scholars with the most important "avenue" for
publishing sport history in Canada. Although the majority of
essays remained empirical studies during the 1970s, the
Canadian Journal of History of Sport gradually emerged as a
solid academic journal in the 1980s.*

During the 1980s Canadian historians of sport were
increasingly influenced by scholarship in America and England.
Historians of these countries had replaced the bland empirical
surveys of the early 1970s with imaginative and interpretive
works. When writing about the modern period (roughly 1850 to
the present day) the work of historians who employ a
modernization model and sport sociologists have been
particularly influential and have broadened our understanding
of the regulatory nature of modern society.® This is not to

say that analytical problems have been overcome. Sociologists,

* Alan Metcalfe, "Some Background Influences on Nineteenth
Century Canadian Sport and Physical Education," Canadian Journal
of History of Sport and Physical Education, (May, 1974), 62.

* Mott, "Introduction," Sports in Canada, 4-5.
® "Modernization" is only one among various approaches to
sport. A good overview of other major trends in sport
scholarship can be found in Benjamin Rader's, "Modern Sports: In

Search of Interpretations," Journal of Social History, (Winter,
1979).
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for example, are often preoccupied with developing theoretical
models and, as a result, they fail to adequately address the
empirical evidence.® Indeed, historians of modernization-- who
often label themselves modernization historians-- have been
more active in engaging theory with empirical evidence.

Many historians of sport have employed various forms of
the modernization model in general histories of western sport.
Although the conclusions these scholars reach are often
controversial, there is no doubt that modernization has
provided a useful synthesis of western history-- an
accomplishment that other methodologies have been less willing
to undertake.’” Among modernization historians, a common focal
peint which is suggestive of the modernity of a country is the

period in which it rejects unruly "blood sports" in favor of

® There is less than a consensus among socioclogists and
historians over the nature of sport. Sociological research often
adheres to the "figuratiocnal" approach. Like neo-Marxist
historians, figurational sociologists claim that empirical
evidence must be allowed to exert its primacy over any
theoretical model; the model needs to encompass the reality.
Unlike many Marxist historians, however, figurational
sociclogists claim to be objective observers of history. These
sociologists attempt to develop "a terminology ©f concrete
references...to pursue the pattern of social processes as it
develops..." However, the success of this reconstruction of
language is debated among figurational sociologists themselves.
Semantic issues aside, the figurational-marxist debate is
essentially a "traditional" debate between those who claim to be
"objective" scientists and those who acknowledge subjective
nature of "reality." See Chris Rojek, "The Field of Play in

Sport and Leisure Studies, " Sport _and Leisure in the Civilizing
Process.

7 Among the best and most ambitious examples of this is
Allen Guttmann's, From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern
Sports, {(New York, 1978).



organized and more humane endeavors. The organization of
sports relates to similar processes found in the larger
society, such as the organized nature of the modern work force.

British historians of "popular culture™ have also prcven
to be imaginative and interpretive in scope. These scholars
are particularly interested in how the "boundaries of class, of
gender, of age and of geography were... likely to be reproduced
in leisure..." Yet, this scholarship does not necessarily
imply that leisure pursuits, such as sport, are bound by
existing relationships. Leisure activities may have "reinforced
or shifted those boundaries, and not passively reflected
them."® Indeed, in Britain during the mid-nineteenth century,
soccer was "codified"” by amateur middle class clubs; however,
by 1888 there were no amateur "middle-class clubs of good
enough quality" to compete against professional players from a
working class background. Within a generation the boundaries
of the sport had shifted from "essentially a gentlemen's game"
to a working class sport.’

Having said this, sport history can thus provide a useful
means of examining the history of the Maritimes. As of yet,
sport has had av. untold impact on Maritime experience; although

there are indications that the influence was significant. 1In

® H. Cunningham, "Leisure and Culture,” in F.M.L. Thompson,
(ed.}, The Cambridge Social History of Britain, 1750-1950,
(Cambridge, 1990), 290.

> F.M.L. Thompson, The Rise of Respectable Society: A Social

History of Victorian Britain, 1830~ 1900, {(London, 1988}, 296-
287.
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19504, for example, the Provincial Hockey League of Nova Scotia
"created an immense interest in hockey" and the league final
was more often discussed "by thousands of people than the
Russian- Japanese war.”'® Indeed, it was sporting figures,
such as cricketer W.A. Henry and the oarsman George Brow, who
were the most renowned Maritimers in the late nineteenth
century. This fascination with sporting figures did not extend
only to more affluent Maritimers. Geocrge Dixon, a world
champion boxer from Nova Scotia, was also held in high esteem
among Maritimers, despite the fact that he was black.!

This thesis is a social history of hockey in the Maritimes
with particular emphasis on the class, racial, and gender
relationships which surfaced in the sport. The dates which
this study emphasis are quite arbitrary but can be narrowed
down to roughly 1880 to 1914, a period in which organized
hockey was played among various groups but for very different
reasons. Indeed, this is not surprising, Maritimers brought
their life experiences to the sport and thus social tensions
were transported to the rink as well. Although this thesis is

a modest examination of pre-World War One hockey, it hopes to

1 Acadian Recorder, Feb. 22, 1904.

" For a different understanding of white Maritimers
perceptions of Dixon see Brian D. Lennox's, "Nova Scotian black
boxers: a history of champions," (unpublished M.A. thesis,
Dalhousie, 1990). For Lennox, the experience of black boxers,
such as Dixon, was totally submerged by racism. Yet, Lennox
fails to allow for the subtleties of racism and how it is
sometimes overshadowed by other allegiances, such as community
and class. Nonetheless, my own impressicns of Dixon were arrived
at from various articles of the Acadian Recorder in the 1890s.




demonstrate that Maritimers, regardless of class, race or
gender, were active in the constructing various forms of the
game.

Chapter One attempts to place the game in its social
context and demonstrate how hockey evolved into the
recognizable form we know today. In this chapter I discuss the
origins of hockey, the first organized leagues, and argue that
Maritime hockey was a controversial sport; both in its earliest
form and in the refined version which emerged in the late
1880s-90s. It examines the contribution of modernization
historians to the history of sport as well as that of amateur
historians. The sport was played according to class
relationships which were only solidified as hockey became
institutionalized or organized in the 1880s-90s. Thus this
Chapter addresses who organized hockey and the sporting conduct
arising from such organization.

Chapter Two examines the failure of middle class hockey to
conform to Victorian sporting ideals. Despite prevalent
indications that their matches were brutal and were not in
keeping with "true" amateur sport, the middle classes ignored
their own mandates which stressed that sport was a respectable
and gentlemanly enterprise. In fact, by 1914 bourgeois hockey
had crumbled and various issues cast doubt upon the
"intentions" of players, the motives of executives of the
Maritime Provinces Amateur Athletic Association, and the

"participation"” of lower classes spectators. This Chapter also



examines the "rougher" elements of society who were excluded
from participating in early organized matches. Hockey among
the laboring classes was often confined to the frozen lakes,
but gradually working people gained access to indoor rinks.
From the beginning of corganized hockey in the Maritimes,
working people were spectators and, in the early 1900s, factory
workers created teams and advertised in the local papers for
opponents; similar in manner to players from middle class or
professional backgrounds some ten years prior.

Chapter Three is an examination of black Maritimers and
their participation in early hockey. The wmere fact that black
hockey was segregated speaks to the racial nature of Maritime
society. However, racial subordination, although a prevalent
and restricting facet of Maritime society, was never the sole
characteristic of black history. Nor was it so in hockey.

Many contradictory themes emerge in the game, which questions
the degree black players allowed racism to rule their lives.
Indeed, the excellent play of some forced many white
"hockeyists" to question their assumptions about black
inferiority. This Chapter also examines contemporary class and
cultural relationships which emerged from the involvement of
white spectators.

Chapter Four is a brief discussion of Victorian notions of
womanhood and how the reproduction of “appropriate" gender
roles often failed to correspond to the experience of Maritime

women. Despite the ironic assumption of many that the history



of women i1s merely the history of explcitation, women have
rarely proven to be so passive. To be sure, the agency of
women occurred within limits, but women clearly tested the
limitations of subordination through educational and political
means. "Ladies" hockey--and the term itself demands close
analysis-- is no exception. For example, middle class women
who played the game travelled extensively and put on some
questionable displays, despite the attempts of males to
regulate or pacify the game. This Chapter thus centers upon
the social construction of gender, in the late nineteenth/early
twentieth centuries, and its role in hockey.

In attempting to construct a social history of hockey in
the Maritimes, the historian faces many problems, not the least
being the lack of primary sources. The fact that lower
classes, women, and blacks, were considered largely
insignificant, is evident in the fragmentary sources. The
media considered them inconsequential and often ignored them
altogether. Moreover, newspapers were often more interested in
discussing events in Britain, the U.S., and central Canada,
than they were in examining Maritime experience. As for
hockey, many newspapers did not carry stories on the game, and,
if they did, they often only published the score. There are
valuable exceptions, however. For example, the Acadian
Recorder regularly published descriptive reports on hockey and
other amateur sports.

Due to the fragmentary sources I have relied heavily on



the Recorder in my analysis. 1Indeed, there is some truth in
the statement that the paper "...([was] recognized toc be the
best sporting paper in Eastern Canada..."'* Nonetheless, I
have attempted to "balance" the newspaper accounts, of which
the Recorder is used most often, with short biographies,
scrapbooks, and, of course, secondary readings. Where sources
permit, I have also included references to Acadian and MicMac
people, whose role in hockey may have been more important than

their rare appearances in my sources might suggest.

2 Acadian Recorder, Dec. 13, 1910.
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Chapter One

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

In the past, sports enthusiasts and historians have often
ignored the social context in which games such as hockey were
played. Preoccupied with celebrating great matches, innovative
players, and final scores, sporting buffs confuse historical
inguiry with what Steven Gould describes as "creation myths,"
that is the search for a game's invention.*?® Two basic
questions dominate popular analysis: 1) What community should
be considered the "birthplace" of the sport, and 2) who was the
game's "founding father"? Indeed, variocus communities across
Canada have proclaimed themselves as the birth place of hockey.
Although each claim has proven less than convincing, hockey
enthusiasts and community boosters meander through newspapers
and diary accounts of the early nineteenth century believing
that absolute prcocf of the first game will reveal itself, and
bring acclaim to the "birthplace®” of the sport. Thus early
semblances of the game are often portrayed as conclusive
evidence that the "home" of hockey has been found. The "upper
provinces, " Montreal, Ottawa, and Kingston, were indeed centers
in which a crude version of the modern game was played. In the
Maritimes, Halifax and Windsor also played quite early. Of

these, Kingston and Montreal have received the most recognition

** Stephen J. Gould, "The Creation Myths of Cooperstown, "

Bully For Brontosaurus: Reflections in Natural History, (N.Y.,
1881), 42-58.
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as the "birthplace” of the game and both have a Hockey Hall of
Fame.

Hockey was a popular sport among all classes during the
mid-nineteenth century; however, the origins of the sport are
difficult to ascertain. In his essay, "The history of Hockey,"
Frank Menke disputes the Kingston and Montreal claims and
suggests the game was founded in Halifax. Montreal's claim can
easily be dismissed, Menke believes, because Halifax influenced
and shaped Montreal's first game. After all, Montreal teams
played by rules developed by a Haligonian. Kingston's claim
can also be dismissed because the game they played was nothing
more than "shinty on ice." Menke believes that as early as the
1790s British troops played a crude version of the game in
Halifax. In the final analysis, however, this is no more
conclusive than the Kingston claim of the 1830s.*

Charles Bruce Fergusson, a long-time provincial archivist,
has alsc claimed that Halifax is the true home of hockey.
References to ice hurley pre-date those of Kingston and thus
suggest a Halifax origin, he argues, but the first "pure" or
formally organized game was played in Montreal at the Victoria
Skating Rink in March, 1875. A McGill student, J.G.A.
Creighton, developed the rules and introduced them to the
student body. These Montreal rules were "imported” from

Halifax in that Creighton was a native of the Maritime city who

4 Frank Menke, The Atlantic Sportsman: The history of
Hockey, P.A.N.S., V/F wol. 121 #16, Date: unknown.
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suggested to his McGill classmates that "they obtain hockey
sticks from Halifax and take up the game.” Thus, for
Fergusson, hockey originated in Halifax and was later refined
in Montreal.?®®

The most recent claim that hockey was founded in Nova
Scotia has been put forward by Sandy Young, Garth Vaughan and
Howard Dill. This claim involves the town of Windsor, Nova
Scotia. Young suggests there "are many examples of newspapers
and diary accounts which pre-date the Kingston claim." Young
and Vaughan are well aware, however, that forms of early hockey
are "not as much hockey" as they are shinty or hurley.?®
Indeed, those interested in the origins of hockey might begin
by asking when this crude game come to embody enough
characteristics to be distinguishable as hockey. In other
words, when does hockey become hockey? Furthermore, should we
differentiate recreational from organized hockey?

In an article which appeared in the Dartmouth Patriot,
Garth Vaughan notes that while Montreal played the first

organized hockey game in 1875, "recreational hockey began on

'* Charles Bruce Fergusson, "Early Hockey at Halifax,"
Journal of Education, (June, 1965), P.A.N.S., Lb N85j 1965, 37-
38.

*¢  Sandy Young, "Nova Scotian Hockey Traced Back to the Time
of Napoleon," Nova Scotia Sports Heritage Center (All subseguent
references to the Sports Heritage Center will be cited:
N.S.S.H.C.). Young, Vaughan, and Dill have been collaborating
and have apparently reached a similar conclusion: that is, that
hockey originated in Windsor, Nova Scotia.
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Long Pond Windsor, Nova Scotia c.1800.") Like Fergusson and
Menke, Vaughan believes Montreal's first game was made possible
by Creighton, a Nova Scotian-born graduate of Dalhousie, who
"learned to skate and play hockey on the frozen arms of Halifax
Harbor and Dartmouth Lakes.” Henry Joseph adds weight to
Vaughan's argument. Joseph, who befriended Creighton in
Montreal, maintained that hockey arrived in Montreal with
Creighton: "I had never seen a hockey stick around Montreal
prior to Creighton."'®

Having said this, the Halifax, Windsor, Montreal, and
Kingston claims are less than convincing. In Windsor's case
Vaughan's evidence is based upon diary accounts of "ice games"
and not hockey as it later evolves. Furthermore, he relies
upon newspapers of the mid-nineteenth century--a period in
which "hockey” was played throughout Quebec, Ontario, and Nova
Scotia. Indeed, the claim that Creighton was the father of
modern hockey is also questionable. Creighton was influenced
by over a half century of play in Halifax. In addition,
Montreal's "first" game of 1875 not only ended in a brawl but

has been considered just as crude and disorganized as older

7 The Patriot, Oct. 15-21, 1992.

*® m"Captain Creighton and the First Rules,” N.S.S.H.C., 33.
This article can be found in a file on Creighton. The author is
not stated but is probably Vaughan or Young, who are attempting
to have Creighton's career included in the N.S.S.H.C.'s Hall of
Fame.



14

"ice games."' And, in 1877, the Montreal Gazette published
rules for the game which differed in only one word "from the
field hockey rules created in England in 1875." There is
evidence as well that twenty years before the Montreal match a
Halifax and Kingston Garrison team played a "hockey" game.?°

To be sure, the origins and "first" game of hockey will
continue to be disputed. If past history 1is any indication,
each new claim will eventually be dismissed and superseded by
an earlier diary excerpt or newspaper account.?* Aware of the
futility of discovering the precise origins of hockey, Earl
Zuckerman, a member of the Society of International Hockey
Research, has suggested the first-game approach is still
possible but only on the basis of formally constituted and

written regulations. For Zuckerman "it comes down to rules.”

** Dan Diamond, Hockey Hall of Fame, (Torconto, 1988), 12,

16.
¢ rCaptain Creighton, " 34,44.

** The origins of hockey can be attributed to various
European and Native Canadian sports: Irish hurling, Scottish
shinty, English bandy, and, in the Maritime Provinces, MicMac ice
games; all influenced and helped shape the game. See A.J. Young,

Beyond Heroes: A Sport Historxry of Nova Scotia, {(Hansport, 1988),
11-14; Also see Henry Roxborough, One Hundred- Not Out: The

Story of Nineteenth-Century Canadian Sport, {Toronto, 1966), 137-
142. For an interesting discussion on aboriginal "hockey," which
traces the game back to initial European settlement in Canada,
see "Articles on Hockey," P.A.N.S., (MG 100 vol. 232 #12b), date
and author is unknown.

One of the earliest references to hockey in the Maritimes
appeared in Thomas Chandler Haliburton's The Attache'.
Haliburton mentions that "ice hurley" was played during his
youth; if true a crude version of the modern game was indeed
played in the early 1800s. See Thomas Chandler Haliburton, The
Attache, (London, 1844), vol. II, 12. :
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Windsor historian Leslie Loomer has questioned the validity of
such an apprcach. As Loomer suggests, rules are far from
conclusive evidence of the origins of any sport: "Long before
the Marquis of Queensbury rules, the Greeks and Romans were
boxing." Sandy Young has proven to be closest to the mark:
"It depends, really, on what you define as hockey...There's a
controversy because of the way the game evolved."??

Because no one person or community developed hockey as we
know it today, the "creationist" approach--that is that hockey
was invented by one individual or a single community--does not
conform to the historical record. Empirical evidence clearly
shows that the game was played in various areas of Canada in
roughly the same period; the early 19th century. Hockey
evolved through community interaction and assumed "modern"
characteristics-- qualities which we would consider modern-- in
keeping with larger historical processes in Canada and the
western world in general; mainly the transition from pre-
industrial to industrial society. 1In examining hockey, then,
we are examining relationships between the game and the
historical context in which it emerged.

Modernization historians have demonstrated that the
industrial transformation of the nineteenth century had a clear

impact on the nature of sport. Stephen Riess, a giant among

?2 zZuckerman, Loomer, and Young are cited from an article
that appeared in The Chronicle-Herald, Friday, July 24, 1992. I
would like to thank Patti Hutchison of the N.S.S.H.C. for
bringing this article to my attention.
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modernization historians, suggests that sports, beginning in
the mid-nineteenth century, had "qualities that separate it
from earlier eras: secularity, egquality, bureaucratization,
specialization, rationalization, quantification, and record
keeping."?*® For Riess, the history of sport is "largely the
product of the constant and continuous interaction of the
elements of urbanization... with each other and with sport."?**
Transportation, city design, and social organizations were
fundamental aspects of the new industrial city, and sports,
developing within this arrangement, acquired similar
statistical and regulatory attributes.

To be sure, modernization historians are correct to
identify the influence industrialism had on the nature of
sports. Industrialism and urbanization had a clear impact on
Nova Scotia. The Canadian Census in 1871 suggested that Nova
Scotia was 90% rural; but, by turn of the century, the
population of urban areas reached 30% Industrial development
was equally significant and intricately related to the increase
in the urban population. According t» T.W. Acheson the
industrial growth of Nova Scotia outstripped any other region
in Canada in the late-nineteenth century.?®®* Demographic

changes and the rise of the factory system heightened

23

Steven Riess, "The New Sport History," Reviews in
American History, 18.3 {(199¢), 311.

* Ibid, 312.

** T.W. Acheson, "The National Policy and the
Industrialization of the Maritimes,"” Acadiensis, (Spring, 1972).
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sanitation and health problems and "affected the thinking of
educators in Nova Scotia, as similar demographic changes had
done in other parts of the continent."?* Educators began to
promote sport and physical exercise as preventative therapy for
the social abuses brought about by industrialism and
urbanization. In the 1880s educators in Nova Scotia began to
stress physical education, as Egerton Ryerson, the founder of
public education in Ontario, had done earlier in Ontario.?’
Even before this, in 1864, Dalhousie College principal Ross
"expressed regret that the college had no Gymnasium, and warned
the students not to neglect open air exercise."?®

Modernization historians have also proven to be insightful
by stressing the influence of technology. In Nova Scotia
technological innovation undoubtedly influenced the game of
hockey. Exhibition Rink, located on Tower Road in Halifax,
opened on January 5, 1880 and gave players and spectators a
modern facility to observe the game of hockey as well as the

more "scientific™ maneuvers of figure skaters.?’ In addition,

?¢  Steve McNutt, "Shifting Objectives: The Development of
Male Physical Education in Nova Scotia From 1867 to 1913,"

Canadian Journal of History of Sport, (May, 1991), 39.

*7 Ibid. Ryerson designated 50 dollars toc each Ontario
school for physical educationm.

?® nFootball in Dalhousie College," The Dalhousie Gazette,
(March 4, 18%2). A good article for those interested in early
rugby and football in Nova Scotia. This article appeared in the
Gazette in two parts; the second appeared March 25, 1892.

?* pPhyllis Blakeley, Glimpses of Halifax, (Halifax, 1949},
143.
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the ferry from Halifax to Dartmouth encouraged play between
local clubs from both sides of the harbor, and the railway
fostered community rivalries across Nova Scotia and Canada.

The Dartmouth Chebuctos toured in late February/early March,
1894. The Chebuctos "met Acadia Cocllege at Wolfville
Rink...The Wolfville rink was filled with an enthusiastic crowd
of spectators who watched the play with the most intense
interest." The following day the Chebuctos played Kentville
and then traveled to Windsor, thus playing three games in three

a0

days. As early as 1888 the Chebuctos were playing various
clubs in mainland Nova Scotia:

The hockey match at Windsor on Thursday evening between

the Chebuctos, of Dartmouth, and the Windsor team,
resulted in a draw...The game was hotly contested
throughout and proved highly interesting to the large crowd of
spectators.??
Indeed, the Chebuctos had a history of touring and, in 1888,
went as far as Quebec to compete in a series of games against
Montreal clubs.?*?

The organized nature of sports, an implicit feature of the
modernization model, was undeniably present in Maritime hockey
in the 18%90s. Although the working classes continued to play

hockey on the frozen lakes in a "disorderly" manner, people

from a professional background organized the sport. The "much

3c

Acadian Recorder, March 1, 2, 1894.

31 Ibid, March 19, 1888.

3 This reference is from a "history" of the Chebuctos which

appeared in the Acadian Recorder, March 4, 1893.
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talked" about Halifax County League of 1894 was clearly

organized and regulated:?

The Halifax Hockey League have prepared [a] constitution
and Bye-laws, and rules to govern the games between the
clubs. A schedule has not yet been prepared, as the rules
require clubs must be members of M.P.A.A.A. [Maritime
Provinces Amateur Athletic Associatiovii]. The Bankers have
decided to make application for admission to the latter,
and Dalhousie will have a meeting of students to decide if
they will become members of that body.**

Hockey matches which pre-date industrialism were not well
organized and there is little doubt that these matches were
"disorderly." Even the name "hockey" was used interchangeably

with European sports; as late as 1884 the Acadian Recorder

suggested that "the game of hockey [was] commonly, known as
“hurley'...” The same issue of the Recorder made a reference
to a hockey display by "The Wanderers Athletic Club." The

Wanderers split into a Red side and a Blue side to put on a

** The Halifax Herald, on February 9, 1894: "The opening
game of the much talked about Halifax County Hockey League will
take place to-morrow night at 8 p.m. in the Exhibition rink..."

** Acadian Recorder, Jan. 4, 1894. The Halifax County
League consisted of six teams: "The Dartmouth Chebuctos, Halifax
Crescents, Halifax Wanderers, Halifax North West Arm, [Dartmouth]
Mutuals, and Dalhousie University." See Andrew Kimball's The
Silent Ending: The Death of the Community Hockey Tradition in
Nova Scotia, ({(Unstated Thesis, Dalhousie University, 1986),
P.A.N.S., 7. A note of caution for those interested in Kimball's
thesis: Kimball is not only selective in his use of secondary
sources but many of his primary sources are inaccurate.
Furthermore, Kimball now and then migsleads the casual reader.
For example, in his eagerness to demonstrate that Maritime
communities wexe content and prosperous, Kimball guotes Fred
"Cyclone™ Taylor: "There's just no truth in the picture of our
towns as dreary places with everybody working long, long hours.”
Although this may have been so, Taylor was born in Ontario and
played hockey in his home province, Quebec, and in British
Columbia, not the Maritimes.
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hockey match, an indication that inter-club matches were not
occurring very often by 1884.°°® Twenty years before this, in
the 1860s, there was less organization and it was not uncommon
to see "fifty or a hundred persons all [converging] upon the
same point:"

The game...is by no means what it ought to be, inasmuch as
it is impossible to enforce the rules in such a
miscellaneous assembly. No one keeps to any particular
side, or aims at any particular goal; and any one who
happens to have a stick, hits the ball in any direction
that seems easiest.?®
Nonetheless, despite the fact that the game was not well
organized in the first half of the nineteenth century and even
into the early 1880s, during the late 1880s the game underwent
a transformation to a form that clearly resembles modern
hockey. 1In February, 1886 the Recorder not only published a
set of rules to govern hockey matches but also revealed that
c¢lubs from the Maritimes, Quebec, and Ontarioc were in close
contact quite early: "At the request of a correspondent," the
Recorder published the "rules governing the game of hockey, as
revised by representatives of the clubs of the Upper Provinces
and by which all games are now played.™ Indeed, stipulations
that a rubber puck be used (1 inch thick 3, inches in

diameter), goal nets be 6 feet above the ice and 6 feet apart,

matches consist of 2 half hours with 10 minutes between them,

** Acadian Recorder, Feb. 21, 1884.

‘¢ Halifax Morning Sun, Jan. 25, 1864.
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and referees' decisions be final, appear modern.?’

Upper Canadian rules were not imposed upon Maritime hockey
clubs and local variations existed. The Halifax County League
apparently used both local and "inter-provincial™ rules. For
example, in February, 1894 the Recorder commented on two County
League games; the first between the Dartmouth Chebuctos and the
Halifax Crescents, and a second match with the "Arm" competing
against the Wanderers. The first "game was played under the
rules usually played in Halifax, while the second game~-Arm VS
Wanderers--was under the rules in vogue in the Upper
Provinces."*® A game between the Arm A.H.C. and Chebucto
A.A.C. was "to be played under the rules of the Bankers Hockey
League--or in other words Upper Canadian rules."?? Nonetheless,
despite the variety of rules governing the game, the late 1880s
and early 1890s was a period in which rules influenced and were
adopted by organized clubs. Hockey had undoubtedly acquired
the regulatory features embodied in all modern sports.

Despite the fact that hockey in the Maritimes had elements
of regulation and bureaucracy, the modernization model fails to
account for human agency. Modernization historians have been
accused of what Elliott Gorn has described as "one-dimensional®
theory, that is, they ignore the autonomy of players and

spectators. The overwhelming process of modernization leaves

*7 Acadian Recorder, Feb. 15, 1886.
** Ibid, Feb. 10, 1894.

3 Ibid, Feb. 15, 1894.
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"few meaningful choices, for impersonal institutions and social
forces have already made the important decisions."*®  The
relationship between human agency and "modernizing" factors
such as middle-class reform reveals the nuances,
contradictions, and conflicts of nineteenth-century sport
history. For Gorn, the bourgeois fixation on industriousness
and sobriety was the antithesis to the sporting traditions of
the working class and as a result reveals the dynamics of
society in general. For example, taverns were centers of
working class sport and provided men with the opportunity to
"make it"--primarily by gambling on cock fighting, billiards,
horse races, etc.-- outside the mechanicai world of work. The
athletic prowess of a few also furnished the working-class with
a sense of class identity and loyalty.

Working class cultural traditions had serious implications
for capitalism, as Christopher Lasch suggests:

...fairs and football, bull-baiting, cockfighting and

boxing cffended middle-class reformers because of their

cruelty and because they blocked up public thoroughfares,

disrupted the daily routine of business, distracted the

people from their work, encouraged habits of idleness,

extravagance, and insubordination, and gave rise to
licentiocusness and debauchery.*
New York City, in the 1850s, was embroiled in conflict as the

reformist impulses of the middle class challenged the

appropriateness of working class "idleness." However, in the

*® Elliott Gorm, "Doing Sports History," Reviews in American
History, {(March, 1990), 31-32.

** Christopher Lasch, The Culture of Narcissigm, (New York,
1979), 187.
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late nineteenth century, "the blood sports and gambling of the
English and American countrysides" gradually gave way and were
transformed in "a new social structure that enforced strict
divisions between employers and employees, work and play, moral
and immoral behavior."*?

What, then, can be said of hockey? Was pre-industrial
hockey viewed by the wmiddle class as inappropriate? Moreover,
if the game embodied the characteristics of modernization, did
it also uphold reformist convictions; in other words, did
hockey become the sole property of the Canadian bourgeoisie?
Certainly, players in the Halifax County League were often from
the middle class and claimed to uphold Victorian ideals of
gentlemanly sport. In well organized Maritime matches during
the 1890s, clubs frequently maintained that the game was
fitting for respectable gentleman. As with other leagues in
the 1890s, The City Amateur Hockey League of St. John, founded
in 1895, declared that their objective was to "improve, foster
and perpetuate the Game of Hockey in St. John; protect it from
professionalism; and to promote the cultivation of kindly
feeling among the members of Hockey Clubs."*?

Stated objectives aside, the fact that hockey became

organized in the late-nineteenth century did not prevent

42 Elliott Gorn, "'Good-Bye Boys, I Die a True American':

Homicide, Nativism, And Working- Class Culture in Antebellum New

York City," The Journal of American History {(September, 1987),
409.

4 nCity Amateur Hockey League of St. John: Constitution,

By-laws, " Dalhousie University Micro Fiche: F1001 C1155 58527.
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controversy from surrounding the game. Evidence suggests that
the game was controversial throughout the nineteenth century,
not only in its "pre-modern" form but also in the more refined
version later in the century. In February, 1829 a complaint

about Sunday "pastimes" appeared in Pictou's The Colonial

Patriot and suggested that it was immoral that "a man may
legally skate and amuse himself on the day which the Lord
‘blessed and hallowed.'" The author believed that this
recreational activity was symbolic of a larger social problem:

...every idler who feels disposed to profane the Lord's

day, may now secure from any consequences turn out with

skates on feet, hurley in hand, and play the delectable

[seductive] game of break-shine without any regard tc laws

which prevailed in the days of Charles 1st.*

The Acadian Recorder in January, 1853 registered a similar
complaint which not only discusses the immorality and
popularity of "ice games” but also hints at appropriate
Victorian standards of conduct. "The Lake above Mr.
Hosterman's, " the author complains, "was literally covered with
skaters, with their hurlies, and the small spots of ice
available on the N.W. Arm were similarly occupied, to the great
peril of those upon it." Apparently the ice "was filled with
persons of all ages, going towards the place of sport; and we
regret to add, that well dressed females were to be seen in

considerable numbers on the shores, enjoying the scene."®

Hockey was not always criticized by the Halifax media in

*  The Colonial Patriot, February 4, 1829.

4* Acadian Recorder, January 22, 1853.
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the mid-nineteenth century. In fact skating and hockey were
popular activities among Nova Scotians and were actively
pursued among various classes. "The skating mania is in full
force, " suggested a correspondent for the Halifax Reporter in
1864:

Turn which way we will, we encounter people carrying

skates, young men and maidens, old men and children,

people of all ranks, of every employment, seem bent upon

skating. ..*¢
Although clearly an exaggeration of the popularity of skating,
the Reporter correspondent was "struck by the almost total
absence of stone throwing boys," on the streets of Halifax.
The youth were "playing hockey on the ice, and occasionally
mimicking the mishaps of such among their betters as are not
gquite at home upon skates."?’

More cften than not, the local media attempted to separate
hockey from respectable skating--idlers and vagrants
participated in the "primitive" game of hockey while their
social superiors adhered to more refined skating: The "various

games that are played on the ice are wostly unworthy cof a true

skater's attention," claimed a correspondent of the Halifax

Morning Sun in 1864. Hockey "ought to be sternly forbidden, as
it is not only annoying but dangerous." Indeed, the Morning
Sun correspondent believed respectable skaters should carry a

stick "for the purpose of castigating the tiresome boys with

46 Halifax Reporter, Jan. 2, 1864.

47 Ibid.
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whom the ice is mostly infested...” What irritated the
correspondent was the young who were damaging the ice surface
"by throwing stones, or deliberately break[ing] holes in it
with the butt ends of their hockey sticks." Apparently when
"really gocod skaters" were "performing the many graceful
evolutions of which this charming art [skating] is capable,"®
the process was interrupted by a "disorderly mob armed with
sticks...charging the circle of skaters and spectators...m®

"Modernized" hockey of the 1890s was as socially
controversial as the hockey that preceded it. The
participation of spectators and problems with finding
acceptable officials plagued the Halifax County League during
its first year of existence. The 400 spectators who witnessed
the second game ¢f the Halifax County League Championship,

between the Chebuctos and the Mutuals, were chastised by the

Acadian Recorder: "The crowd yelled, hooted, and cheered, and
some of them...amused themselves by making a terrible din by

striking the side of the boards with sticks..."* The County
League Championship series of "games between the Chebuctos and

Mutuals...ended in a complete fizzle..." Apparently "the

“ Halifax Morning Sun, Jan. 25, 1864. Despite the fact
that the middle classes played hockey throughout the nineteenth
century, it is important to note that the sport was only deemed
appropriate by the majority of the middle class when it came to
embody "civilized” or regulatory attributes. Organizations such
as the M.P.A.A.A. wcre to supplant the disorderly games (from
roughly 1830 to 1880} with orderly matches; hockey matches more
in keeping with middle class values. However, the success of the
M.P.A.A.A. in doing so is another matter.

¥ Acadian Recorder, March 21, 1894.




Mutuals cbjected to Frank Grierson, one of the umpires
appointed by the M.P.A.A.A., and refused to go on with the
game: "
There were a couple of hundred people present, and they
were simply disgusted; many...had come to see their first
hockey match, and some...had given up important
engagements to be present...this fiasco will do more to

injure hockey...than anything that could be done...The
crowd demanded the return of their entrance fee; a

proposition was made that the money be given to charity, but
there was a chorus of "noes' and the gate receipts had to
be returned...®°

On the way back to Halifax "many of them [Halifax spectators]
used terms not complimentary to the Mutuals, and vowed it would
be a long time before they would go to a hockey match in
Dartmouth again."**

Rowdy spectators and unacceptable officials were not the
only problem encountered by the County League during its first
season. In February, 1894 the County League scheduled two
games: the North West Arm against the Halifax Crescents and
Dalhousie against the Wanderers. What distinguished chese
matches, however, was its middle-class representation. "All
charitable people," suggested the Recorder, "should be present .
at the charity hockey matches in aid of the S.P.C..." The
Ladies Auxiliary promoted the matches to raise funds for the

Charity and "his Hon. the Lieut. Governor [had] kindly

consented to patronize the matches."®? Although both games

50 Ibid, March 24, 1894.

% Ibid.

52 Tpid, Feb. 28, 1894.
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were to be "governed by the Upper Canadian rules," the actions
of the players clearly did not meet the approval of Victorian
Halifax:

There were some lively scenes and much excitement at one

of the hockey matches...last night; two players, through a

misunderstanding, struck at each other, and Lieut.-Gov.

Daly, under whose patrcnage the games were taking place,

went on the ice and ordered them out of the game, and

unless they left the ice he would withdraw his patronage.

The matches attracted the largest crowd ever at games of

this description in Halifax, there being about 600 persons

present, including a large number cof ladies, and a great
gathering of fashionable people.®?

The reaction of the Halifax media to this event is
interesting--the Recorder conceded that "such incidents... are
likely to happen in an exciting game of hockey." The fight
occurred, according to the Paper, because "the old rivalry
between them [Dalhousie and the Wanderers] was made manifest by
the shouts and cheers from the onlookers."” Indeed, the
Wanderers and Dalhousie had a tradition of fierce competition
in various sports. For example, the Wanderers published a
football chant to be sung by pro-Wanderer spectators: "What's
left for Dalhousie, Nothing-at-all- We've beat them right
smartly, With-good- foot ball."** However, the nature of

competition during the hockey match witnessed by Lieut.-

3 Ibid, March 3, 1894.

% This citation is from a pamphlet in the Wanderers'

Amateur Athletic Club, P.A.N.S., MG 20 vol.336 #1. The fierce
rivalry among college football teams sometimes led to some
concern, however. In a match against Acadia, Dalhousie's
football team was disturbed "as to whether the game should be a
‘friendly one or not.'" Nonetheless, the match was "the most
friendly, as friendly as played here this fall." See The
Dalhousie Gazette, (Dal. Achieves, Nov. 28, 1889) DAl LE 3 D14.













































































































































































































































































































